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University Station apartments opens
By taylor fulkerson

Managing Editor
The residential section of the
new University Station complex
at the corner of Montgomery
Road and Cleneay Avenue has
opened with the beginning of
the academic year. The complex
opened in time for students to
move in the weekend before
classes began. Students were allowed to move in beginning on
Friday.
The new facility has bed spaces for 480 residents, Kathleen M.
Murphy, University Station housing manager, said in an email.
University Station is currently
leased at 100 percent occupancy.
The 180-room residential section of the complex involves a
mix of student and non-student
occupants.
The structure will also house
several businesses, including
Starbucks, Graeter’s, FroZenYo
frozen yogurt, Fat Daddy’s
Donuts and TriHealth medical practices according to The
Cincinnati Enquirer. Some businesses such as TriHealth are already open, while other office
spaces remain unfinished at the
moment.
The
Xavier
University
Bookstore will also move into
the complex on Sept. 8. The
Bookstore will maintain a location in Gallagher Student Center
for the remainder of this semester, according to Bookstore

Newswire photo by Taylor Fulkerson

University Station, which will eventually contain a number of restaurants and offices in addition to apartments, opened for residents on Aug. 22.

Director Michael Hubbard. The
location on campus will continue
to carry textbooks and convenience items.
Matt Orlando, a senior at
Xavier and resident of University
Station, said in an email that signing up for a lease and moving in
was “a smooth process,” but that
there were some problems in the
complex as students moved in.
“There have been minor issues like dents in the walls, showers that aren’t working and even
Internet problems for some

suites,” Orlando said.
The pool has already been
closed at least once because of
broken glass, “but all of (the issues) have been handled very professionally by the staff,” he said.
Despite the large number of
students who chose to live at the
University Station site, campus
housing remains a popular option for students.
“Our occupancy rate this year
is higher than it was last year at
the same time,” Senior Director
for Student Affairs Lori Lambert

said in an email. Occupancy in
both the Village Apartments
and the Commons Apartments,
student residences reserved for
upperclassmen, remained at over
100 percent. Over 300 rising juniors and seniors chose to live on
campus this year.
“While we can’t truly measure demand from one year of
data it gave us a pretty solid indication that despite the presence
of University Station, students
still wanted to live on-campus
because of all of the benefits,”

Newswire photo by Mac Schroeder

The first tenants of University Station, many of them students, moved in to the complex, pictured above, this weekend after a year of construction.
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Lambert said.
When asked why students
might choose to live in University
Station, Murphy said that the
complex offered students “fully-furnished units with high end
finishes and have a lot of great
amenities on-site.”
The University Station complex features a swimming pool,
24-hour fitness center and private study rooms for residents.
Each apartment is fully furnished
and includes Internet service,
kitchen appliances and a washer
and dryer.
Rent at University Station
costs up to $770 per month for
a single occupant, not including
some utilities. The complex only
sits approximately three-tenths
of a mile from Bellarmine Circle
in the center of campus.
Campus housing options
continue to offer features that
students desire, though, according to Lambert, students chose
to live on campus for reasons
of “convenience, safety, Xavier
services provided, friends living
on-campus and overall cost/
value.”
Students also cited more convenient length of lease, the convenience of charges being placed
on Bursar bills, the quick and
easy sign-up process for housing and personal attention from
Residence Life staff as reasons
for choosing to stay on campus.

Features
Managing
Editor
Taylor
Fulkerson visits Community
Blend, a coffee shop cooperative in Evanston.
page 12
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Manresa welcomes first-year students

BY RICHARD MEYER

our huge icebreaker, Playfair,”
Manresa Core Member Colin
Foos said.
There was much more focus
on the inclusivity of the Xavier
community this year in Manresa
specifically in interfaith service on
the Xavier Yard.
“This year’s Interfaith was
somewhat different than it has
been in previous years. We really focused on emphasizing the
inclusive community that exists
at Xavier and the many different
faiths and backgrounds that our
students, faculty and staff come
from,” Foos said. “New this year,
we held the Celebration on the
Husman Stage
and included a
candle-lit ceremony at the
end where students formed
an ‘X’ on the
Xavier Yard,
which ended
up looking really cool.”
The goal
of
Manresa
is to integrate
the first-years
into their new
Photo courtesy of the Office of Student Involvement home by famil-

Copy Editor
Xavier welcomed first year students to campus once again with
the annual Manresa orientation
program. This year’s program saw
some familiar aspects as well as
many new ones.
“Some of the main highlights
from Manresa include some of
our traditional events such as
the Presidential Welcome and
Community Celebration where
parents and families say goodbye
to their first-year students our
Real World: Xavier Social Issues
Monologues, a performance
by illusionist Craig Karges and

First-year students meet their Manresa leaders on the Yard

- Paid Advertisement -

Photo courtesy of Office of the Student Involvement

First-year students participate in Manresa’s candle celebration in front of the Husman stage (above).

iarizing them with the campus, as
well as by giving them access to
upperclassmen who can help them
through the transition. This further
emphasizes the Xavier community.
“We believe that Manresa is a
way for students to begin forming
the connections, friendships and
relationships that make Xavier such
a great place. Without Manresa,
first-year students would arrive to
campus without any way to help
facilitate their inclusion with the

rest of the Xavier Community,”
Foos said. “Manresa helps build a
much stronger Xavier Community
from the moment first-years step
onto campus.”
Manresa has a campus-wide effect, as many people come together to make the program happen.
“I believe that Manresa is one
of the best ways we can welcome our new students to campus. preparing our students for
their overall campus experience,”

Assistant Director for Leadership
and Orientation in the Office
of Student Involvement Molly
Dugan said.
“The spirit and energy of the
program are infectious and you
can see that across campus. So
many staff and faculty from all
over campus volunteer with the
program and it provides them
a way to interact with students
that is outside of their day to day
responsibilities.”

Local Spotlight:

“Save Our Icons” campaign

Photos courtesy of rantlifestyle.com (top) and cincymuseum.org (bottom)

Cincinnati citizens campaign to preserve Union Terminal and Music Hall.

BY ANDREW KOCH

Editor-in-Chief
Over the summer, concerned
citizens formed the “Save Our
Icons” campaign to add a proposal that would have allocated
tax money for repairs to Union
Terminal and Music Hall to the
ballot this fall. Despite the campaign’s efforts, the proposal to
renovate both buildings failed to
receive enough votes to be on the
November ballot.
The plan to repair the two historical sites in Cincinnati would
have raised sales taxes in Hamilton
County by 25 cents on the dollar.
According to Hamilton County
Commissioner Todd Portune, the
fee would have raised more than
$1 million per year. City planners
estimate that the project to restore
both buildings would cost $331 million, approximately two-thirds of
which would come from taxpayers.
Earlier this year, both Music
Hall and Union Terminal were

added to the National Trust for
Historic Preservation’s list of endangered places. Citing this recognition, and the increasing mechanical and electrical repairs needed
for the buildings, the campaign
rallied to have the levy appear on
the ballot.
Music Hall, completed in 1878,
houses the Cincinnati Symphony
and Pops Orchestras, in addition to the Cincinnati Opera. The
building was added to the National
Park Service’s list of registered
historical landmarks in 1970, noted for its cultural significance and
distinct Victorian Gothic style.
Union Terminal, officially
known as the Cincinnati Museum
Center at Union Terminal, was
built as a passenger railroad station in 1933 before being mostly
converted into a collection of museums and theaters. The site also
hosts travelling exhibitions such as
the Body Exhibit and was designated an historic landmark in 1972.
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The Archdiocese of Cincinnati disapproves
of donations made to the ALS Association
BY JUSTIN WORTHING

Staff Writer
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati
has banned its schools from donating any money raised by the
popular Ice Bucket Challenge to
the ALS Association.
The Archdiocese claims some
research supported by the association uses embryonic stem cells,
which Catholic teaching finds
“morally illicit.”
The ban began last Tuesday
when Superintendent of Catholic
Schools Jim Rigg sent an email to
Cincinnati’s Catholic school principals establishing a policy against
donating to the Association. This
ban, however, is only on where
schools donate and not the competition itself.
“If you want to do an Ice
Bucket Challenge, donate the
money to another organization that does ALS research
and only uses adult stem cells,”
the Archdiocese’s Director of
Communications Dan Andriacco
said in an interview. “One possibility is the John Paul II Medical
Research Institute in Iowa City.”
Last week, four of the
Archdiocese’s schools participated in the growing trend, includ-

ing Rigg and Elder High School
principal Tom Otten. All four donated to the John Paul II Institute.
News of the Archdiocese’s
new policy has even spread nationally and many have called the
Archdiocese for clarification.
“I returned a call from a gentleman in Connecticut, a Catholic
gentleman, who was very displeased because of the report
he heard on national television,”
Andriacco said. “He though we
banned our schools from giving
money to ALS research entirely,
and when I explained to him what
was actually done, he was extremely pleased.
“Certainly we’re in favor of
scientific research to cure horrible
diseases, but there’s a well-established moral principle that a good
end is not enough, the means
must also be morally licit.”
The ALS Association released
a statement saying donors can
stipulate that their funds not be
invested in this particular study or
any stem cell project.
Embryonic stem cell research
involves extracting cells from
an embryo that was conceived
through in vitro fertilization.
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis

Photo courtesy of fssp.com

The Archdiocese of Cincinnati finds the ALS Association’s involvement with embryonic stem cell research unethical.

(ALS), also known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease, is a disease of the nerve
cells in the brain and spinal cord
that control voluntary muscle
movement.
The progressive degeneration
of the motor neurons in ALS
leads to increasing muscle weakness and eventually to the pa-

Program Highlight: Xavier Health

BY ANDREW KOCH

supply-chain.”
Each year, the program sponsors two conferences that bring
together high-ranking members
of each industry, federal regulators
and members of the Xavier community: PharmaLink in March for
pharmaceutical companies and
MedCon in May for the medical device community. Both conferences focus on the need for
continuing innovation and cooperation in developing new and

state that is central to the medical
device community.
Students interested in one day
Toomb believes that the proentering the pharmaceutical or
gram has potential for students of
medical device community can
many backgrounds and areas of
take advantage of the Xavier
academic interest.
Health partnership.
Because the program connects
Xavier Health, once part of
with many of the industries’ leadthe Xavier Leadership Center, is
ing companies in the region, ina professional network that concluding Procter & Gamble and
nects the university with medical
Ethicon, a subsidiary of Johnson
device companies, pharmaceutical
& Johnson, Xavier Health hopes
companies and federal regulators.
to bring these professionals (many
The group hopes to
of them high-ranking
serve as an intermediin their organizations)
ary between medical
to Xavier students.
device and pharma“There’s 600-plus
ceutical companies
people coming into
and the Food and
the university that are
Drug Administration
vice presidents and di(FDA), which regurectors and owners of
lates the production
companies,” Toomb
and sale of food and
said. “If you want
health products.
to be in quality or in
While the relationsupply-chain or want
ship between comto work in a medical
Photo courtesy of xavierhealth.org
panies and the gov- President and CEO of Eli Lilly and Xavier alumnus John
device company, we’re
ernment bodies that Lechleiter (above) speaks at Pharmalink conference.
who you should talk to
enforce rules upon
because we have those
them can be somewhat hostile, better products. Earlier this year, relationships at those companies
the organizers of Xavier Health more than 200 people attended with those people.”
believe their work will help create PharmaLink while about 420 peoThe program also recently
a safe place for the two factions ple attended the sold-out MedCon. hired three graphic design stuto come together to improve the
“These companies are paying to dents from Xavier as a way of getpharmaceutical and medical de- come and learn what the latest and ting students more involved with
vice industries.
greatest is and what to be on the look- the program’s mission.
“What we’ve put together out for when making and launching
“(The internships) give (the
is a neutral setting for industry their products,” Toomb said.
interns) experience in putting toand the regulators to come toKeynote speakers at past gether campaigns, and it also gives
gether,” Associate Director of events include John Lechleiter, a them experience to learn about
Xavier Health Matty Toomb Xavier alumnus and President & a certain industry,” Toomb said.
said. “Xavier wants to be a uni- CEO of Eli Lilly, a pharmaceuti- “All these companies are looking
versity that’s tied to health care cal company, and Congressman at Xavier as a place to get inforand the FDA and quality and Erik Paulsen from Minnesota, a mation and help their businesses.”

Editor-in-Chief

tients’ deaths.
Approximately 5,600 people
in the U.S. are diagnosed with
ALS each year. The Ice Bucket
Challenge is a campaign that aims
to raise awareness and funds for
ALS research. Thousands around
the world have already participated in the challenge, which in-

volves either donating $100 for
ALS treatment research or getting
filmed while dumping ice cold water voluntarily on oneself.
Videos of people accepting the
challenge have spread rapidly on
the Internet, and since the campaign more than $80 million has
been raised.

BY LYDIA ROGERS

Today, the organization still
upholds that value.
“Navs helps provide a place for
both Catholic and Protestant students to come and grow their faith
together in a way that helps build
relationships beyond doctrinal differences in the various branches of
Christianity,” Bruner said.
The Navigators help students
accomplish its mission of advancing the gospel of Jesus and
his Kingdom by providing weekly faith building communities
through small group Bible studies, weekly and occasional service
opportunities, leadership training,
individual mentoring, large group
gatherings, social activities, summer faith-growing programs and
multiple retreats each year.
“Also, we are focusing a lot of
our service efforts on Norwood to
help build bridges between the two
communities and to help our student’s value investing in the community you live in,” Bruner said.
The club will be hosting a number of events throughout the Week
of Welcome, including a volleyball
tournament, an Orange Leaf frozen yogurt giveaway, ultimate frisbee on the soccer fields, a bonfire
and a pancake giveaway.
Ultimately, the Navigators hope
to benefit Xavier by giving students the opportunity to “join one
another in our journey to understand God through the Christian
tradition and become people who
are authentic, hope-filled, trusting
and extremely loving.”

Club Profile:
XU Navigators

Campus News Editor

The Xavier Navigators is a spiritual community on campus that
welcomes all students regardless
of how they practice their faith.
The club helps students grow
in their relationship with God
through a community of Christfollowers who can inspire each
other to “seek heaven on earth and
find hope through Jesus.”
The Navigators’ motto, “to
Know Christ and to Make Him
Known,” encourages students on
campus not only to explore their
own faith, but offer their support
to fellow group members in their
spiritual journey as well.
“The mission of Navs is to advance the gospel of Jesus and his
Kingdom into the nations through
spiritual generations of laborers
living and discipling among the
lost,” Navigators Campus Director
and Guest Campus Minister Mark
Bruner said.
The Navigators Christian
Ministry was established in 1933
as an outreach for followers of
Jesus Christ who wish to help others get to know him and grow in
him as they navigate through life.
The Navigators came to Xavier
in 1997 when Xavier student
Mike Neuroth collaborated with
Navigators staff member, Evan
Griffin, from the University of
Cincinnati. Neuroth, a Protestant,
wanted to create a club that helped
Protestants and Catholics grow in
their faiths.
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Xavier hires former mayor New to Xavier?

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
Xavier recently announced that
former Cincinnati Mayor Roxanne
Qualls will serve as the Special
Assistant to the Provost for Urban
and Regional Engagement.
“I look forward to working
with Xavier’s tremendous academic and community engagement teams and contributing to
the new and existing programs
that set Xavier apart as an educational leader in the areas of urban
innovation and urban growth,”
Qualls said in a Xavier press
release.
Qualls, who was mayor of the
City of Cincinnati from 1993 to
1999, served on Cincinnati’s City
Council from 1991 to 1999 and
again from 2007 to 2013. She was
also a mayoral candidate in the local elections last November.
Qualls joins Xavier as two
new masters’ programs emerge
at the university in upcoming
academic years. Qualls will likely
play a role in the new Master of
Arts in Urban Sustainability and
Resilience as well as the Master of
Arts in Philosophy, Politics and
the Public
In addition to her tenure as
mayor and councilwoman, Qualls
attended Harvard University after
her mayoral term expired. There,
she served as a fellow in the
Institute of Politics, a Loeb Fellow
in the Graduate School of Design
and a Malcom Weiner Fellow
in Social Policy at the Kennedy
School of Government.

The Newswire is
Xavier’s studentrun weekly paper.
Each issue features stories about
campus news, U.S. and world
news, opinions and editorials, arts
and entertainment, sports and features. Check out our print edition
every Wednesday in news stands
around campus.

Find us on the web:
www.xaviernewswire.com
Photo courtesy of citybeat.com

Connect with us on
social media:

Roxanne Qualls, former Cincinnati mayor and councilwoman, will be joining Xavier
as the Special Assistant to the Provost for Urban and Regional Engagement.

Qualls also received a master’s
degree in public administration
from Harvard.
Qualls has additional experience working on a college campus.
In 2004, Qualls taught at Northern
Kentucky University in the
Master of Public Administration
program.
The former mayor has been
on numerous boards throughout
the city and served as the director of many programs, including

Women Helping Women, Ohio
Citizen Action and the Northern
Kentucky Rape Crisis Center.
Although she is taking on a
new role at Xavier, Qualls will
continue to work as a real estate
agent for Sibcy Cline.
“I feel privileged to have the
opportunity to share my practical
experience in politics, public policy, public administration and the
nonprofit worlds with students
and faculty at Xavier,” Qualls said.

Xavier Newswire

@xaviernewswire

Aug. 17, 11:10 a.m. – An
employee reported that an
iPad had been stolen from
the Joseph Club in Cintas
Center.

Aug. 21, 7:17 a.m. – A student
reported that a catering food cart
that rolled off the dock of the
back of Cintas Center struck his
or her vehicle in the R-1 Lot.

Aug. 18, 8:10 a.m. – A
juvenile previously banned
from campus was arrested
for trespassing on the residential mall.

Note of the

Aug. 21, 2:43 p.m. – Xavier
Police and Cincinnati Police investigated a report of a person with
a gun on Winding Way. A juvenile
who was playing with a pellet gun
and pointing it at friends was arrested and cited for disorderly
conduct.

Aug. 23, 1:37 a.m. – Xavier
Police, Cincinnati Fire and
Rescue and Residence Life
responded to a fire alarm in
Brockman Hall. Burnt food activated the alarm.

Make that a
McDouble Dog Dare

Aug. 21, 8:48 p.m. – Physical
Plant reported two fire extinguishers missing and a third discharged
in the Field House.

Police
Notes
Aug. 2, 8:09 p.m. – Four
juveniles throwing rocks
across Dana Avenue into the
Smith Lot were released to a
guardian.
Aug. 3, 9:13 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood
Police with a prisoner search
at the Norwood Police
Department.
Aug. 7, 9:30 a.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
suspicious persons asking for
a shower inside the Gallagher
Student Center. Both were
cautioned and sent on their
way.
Aug. 9, 2:56 p.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
two cars that had been keyed
in the O’Connor Lot. No suspects have been reported.
Aug. 11, 11:37 a.m. –
Xavier Police, Cincinnati Fire
and Rescue and Physical Plant
responded to a fire in the basement of Logan Hall. A compressor motor in the mechani-

cal room caught fire causing
smoke and water damage.
Aug. 11, 7:23 p.m. – A visitor delivering food to Husman
Hall reported that a purse had
been stolen from a vehicle
parked on Musketeer Drive.
Aug. 12, 2:29 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Norwood
Police with a burglary in
process at the United Dairy
Farmers at Dana Avenue and
Montgomery Road. The suspects are in custody.
Aug. 12, 2:43 p.m. – Xavier
Police investigated a report of
a suspicious person rummaging through a vehicle in the
Smith Lot. The suspect was
then seen entering Smith Hall
immediately after. A search of
the building was conducted
but officers were unable to locate the suspect. An email was
sent to all occupants of the
building informing them of
the incident and advising them
to be on the lookout.

Week

Aug. 24, 5:37 a.m. – Xavier
Police responded to Norwood
Police, who were holding a
student that leapt through
the drive through window at
McDonald’s and ran around
the store on a dare by friends.
The student was released after McDonald’s failed to press
charges, but the student will
face disciplinary action by the
Dean of Students.

Aug. 22, 12:32 p.m. – A student reported a bike stolen from
the bike rack outside Kuhlman
Hall.
Aug. 22, 11:23 p.m. – A student reported a punctured tire in
the C-1 Lot. The student thought
there had been screws deliberately
placed on the ground, although
officers were unable to locate any
suspicious activity.

Aug. 24, 12:39 a.m. – Xavier
Police cited a student for impaired driving and reckless operation of a vehicle after he or
she was spotted going through
several stop signs in the C-1 Lot.
Aug. 24, 1:53 a.m. – An
intoxicated underage student
having trouble walking in the
1700 block of Cleanay Avenue
was cited for several violations,
including possession of a fictitious ID.
Aug. 24, 10:38 a.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Residence Life in
confiscating a beer bong from a
room in Buenger Hall.
Aug. 24, 8:37 p.m. – Xavier
Police assisted Physical Plant
with water damage in a room
in Kuhlman Hall caused by an
overflowing toilet.
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Edited by: Meredith Francis
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BY LYDIA ROGERS
Campus News Editor

The Student Hub permanently
replaced the MyXU Portal as the
center for student information
and resources during the Spring
2014 semester.
The switch has caused a bit of
confusion for returning and new
students alike.
The Office of University
Communications and the Division
of Information Technology partnered over the past year to deliver
a new internal web experience for
Xavier students and employees.
The switch was prompted by
the frequently-changing nature of
the Internet as well as shifting user
habits over the past 10 years.
“We made the switch with our
students and employees in mind in
order to assist them best with their
use of Xavier's technologies, systems and resources to help them
be successful,” Executive Director
for University Communications
Douglas Ruschman said.
The Student Hub is designed as
an internal homepage for Xavier
students with a layout of direct
links to the most frequently accessed tools and services such as
academic calendars and schedules,
the library webpage and a course
description catalogue.
Unlike the Portal, the Student
Hub utilizes Google Analytics to
provide insight to user behavior,
which allows the university to
continue to develop services to
meet user needs.

August 27, 2014
- Paid Advertisement -

- Classifieds Houses Still Available
•Houses remain on
popular Wayland and
Ivanhoe Avenue, can
accommodate group
sizes from 4 up to 7
students.
•Please contact Matt
513-587-9884 or matthew.dias@ge.com
with any questions or
to schedule a showing.

Photo courtesy of www.xavier.edu

Interested in
advertising with the
Newswire?

The student hub can be accessed through www.xavier.edu/student and is accessible on both computers and mobile devices.

The Student Hub can also be
accessed on mobile and tablet
devices.
The Division of Information
Technology and the Office of
Communications also incorporated a new security mechanism that
accompanies the Student Hub.
Xavier’s Central Authentication
Service (CAS) allow multi-system
access so students can access tools
in the Self-Service tab and Banner
using their Xavier username and
password.

Once they are logged in, they
can access any CAS-Enabled service without having to re-enter
their username and password, and
they will remain connected to the
browser until they manually “disconnect” from CAS.
Although most of the features
of the Student Hub are straightforward, such as the Pay Bill,
Email and Canvas tabs, the SelfService tab takes a bit more time
to get used to.
The Student Services tab on

the MyXU Portal laid out most
of the tools in one section. The
Student Hub requires students to
click around a bit more to navigate the tools and find their personal and academic information.
For example, in order to find
final grade records, hold information or the DegreeWorks
tool, students must now click
the Student tab in Self-Service,
and then the Academic Records/
Registrar information tab to see a
menu of options.

If you are interested
placing an advertisement or classifieds in
the Xavier Newswire,
please contact Amanda
Jones at (513) 745-3561 or
newswire-advertising@
xavier.edu.

- United States and World News -

News in Brief

U.S. still gathering intelligence on ISIS

Fort Lee military base put on lockdown after sergeant
shoots herself
A female sergeant first-class took her life at Fort Lee military
base following active shooter alerts that temporarily placed the
base on lockdown. In accordance with Department of Defence
policy, the army will not release the sergeant’s name until 24
hours after the family is notified. The woman had reportedly
been in the military for 14 years.

Four Case Western students killed in plane crash
Four undergraduate students at Case Western University died
in a plane crash on Aug. 26. William Felton, Lucas Marcelli,
Abraham Pishevar and John Hill were in a single-engine plane
when it crashed into a Cleveland suburb. The plane crashed not
long after departing from Cuyahoga County Airport. The cause
of the crash is still under investigation.

Earthquake rocks Northern California

A 6.0-magnitude earthquake struck Napa, Calif., on Aug. 24.
The quake injured dozens of people and caused damage to
buildings and infrastructure in northern California. Three consecutive aftershocks, one of which reached a magnitude 3.9, also
hit the area on Aug. 26.

Journalist freed after being held hostage in Syria
for nearly two years
An American journalist named Peter Theo Curtis was freed
after being held hostage in Syria for almost two years. Curtis,
who wrote under the name Theo Padnos, was held by an AlQaeda affiliated group. His release comes less than a week after
American journalist James Foley was beheaded by ISIS militants.

Photo courtesy of www.npr.org

A vehicle that reportedly belonged to ISIS militants was among the wreckage following U.S. airstrikes on ISIS in Iraq.

BY MEREDITH FRANCIS

Campus News Editor
U.S. officials are growing concerned as a militant Islamist group
tightens its grip on parts of Syria
and Iraq.
The group is commonly known
as ISIS or ISIL, which stand for
the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria
and the Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant, respectively.
ISIS, which the U.S. recognizes as a terrorist organization, is
made up of Sunni extremists who
want to undermine the ruling Shia
government in Iraq. The group
claims religious authority over all
Muslims and aims to have many
Muslim-inhabited countries under

its control.
Recently, ISIS has been accused
of directing violence at the Yazidi
people, an ethnic minority in Iraq,
leading many Yazidis to flee into
the mountains without food, water or shelter. This prompted
President Barack Obama to authorize both humanitarian aid to
the Yazidis and military airstrikes
on ISIS.
So far, the Obama administration has deemed the airstrikes successful, though Defense Secretary
Chuck Hagel said ISIS is “beyond
anything we’ve seen.”
ISIS is also reportedly responsible for the gruesome beheading of American journalist James

Foley, which the United States and
many other countries condemned.
On Aug. 26, Obama authorized reconnaissance flights over
Syria in order learn more about
the movements of ISIS.
The group’s control has virtually blurred the border between
Syria and Iraq. This could potentially escalate U.S. involvement in
the Middle East to address the
part of the organization that is active in Syria.
Obama likened ISIS to “a
cancer” that is spreading quickly throughout the region, and
warned that the process of removing their control will be neither quick nor simple.
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Insiders look: Men’s basketball team takes a trip to Brazil
BY MATT STAINBROOK
Guest Writer

The Xavier men’s basketball
team traveled to Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, this summer in early
August to compete in four exhibition games against local Brazilian
clubs, take a part in a three-credit
hour course and enjoy some sightseeing around the country.
The team finished a perfect
4-0 on the trip, starting with a 9968 win over Flamengo, in which
a strong second half propeled
Xavier to an overwhelming win.
Notable performances in the
game included a double-double
from junior James Farr, who
scored 12 points and led the team
with 14 rebounds.
Freshman JP Macura led all
XU scorers with 14 points.
The following night the team
defeated Macaé, a club three hours
outside of Rio de Janeiro, 81-53
with another dominating second

half in which the team scored 50
of its 81 points in the game.
Sophomore Jalen Reynolds
finished with 16 points and 11
rebounds, leading the team in
both categories. Remy Abell, Sean
O’Mara and Makinde London
also finished in double figures.
Before the final two games of

the trip, the Xavier players and
staff were able to hold a basketball clinic for “at risk” children at
the Rochina Olympic Center. The
clinic included children from the
local slums that surrounded the
surrounding area.
The third game matched
Xavier against Tijuca, in which the

Photo courtesy of Cincinnati.com

Redshirt Senior Matt Stainbrook poses for a selfie during his trip to Brazil.

Musketeers came out on top 7642 with another dominating second half, where a 23-0 run helped
stretch the lead.
Xavier held Tijuca to 25.5
percent shooting and received
double figure scoring efforts
from multiple players. Freshman
Trevon Blueitt, sophomores
Brandon Randolph and Reynolds
and Abell had good performances for Xavier.
Reynolds once again stood out
and led the team in points and
rebounds, recording a total of 16
and 8 respectively.
The last and final game saw a
rematch of the first, where Xavier
finished on top with a 91-68 win
over the same Flamengo team it
faced in the first game.
The Musketeers jumped out
to a 13-0 lead and never looked
back. Freshmen lead the scoring
effort in the game with Trevon
Blueitt scoring 18 points and

Edmond Sumner contributing 16
points for the Musketeers.
On the defensive end, XU held
Flamengo to 42.3 percent shooting, including just 36.7 percent in
the second half. Sophomore Jalen
Reynolds notched another double-double with 13 points and 11
rebounds for the game.
While in Brazil, the team also
was able to hear from two guest
speakers about business in Brazil
and cultural competency, which
was the main focus of the study
abroad course completed during
the trip.
Taught by Dr. Tom Hayes, the
class began in July on Xavier’s
campus and culminated in Brazil.
The team also did some sightseeing, visiting the beautiful Sugar
Loaf Mountain, the iconic Christ
the Redeemer Statue and the
Maracanã stadium, the stage of
the 2014 FIFA world cup tournament this summer.

Season under way for women’s soccer

Volleyball team looks for fresh start

Staff Writer
Already two games into its season, the women’s soccer team has
shown signs of promise during its
rough start as it begins anew in
this fall.
Two tough losses came as part
of the James Madison Invitational
in Harrisonburg, Virginia to kickoff the new season.
The season’s less-than-ideal
start began Friday against host
team James Madison University
(JMU). Junior midfielder Catherine
Allon netted a goal early in the first
half to give the Muskies an early
1-0 advantage over the Dukes.
Less than 10 minutes passed
before this lead quickly vanished
following an equalizer by JMU’s
Katie Hyland.
Shortly thereafter, the Dukes
took control for the rest of the
game.
The Musketeers failed to produce offensively but for the remainder of the game played
sound defense.
Xavier resiliently battled the
remainder of the match by withstanding a total of 13 shots by
the home team (largely credited by senior goalkeeper Ashley
Markesbery’s four saves), but

BY ADAM TORTELLI

BY RYAN O’TOOLE

The soccer team celebrates a victory.

Next up is a trip to take on the
University of Toledo Rockets on
Sunday. This will be the third of a
five game road trip that starts the
season. Women’s soccer makes its
2014 home debut Sept. 7 against
Ohio Northern University.
Other notable games include
matches against conference oponents beginning on Sept. 25 when
the ladies host St. John’s and
the Oct. 5 trip to Milwaukee, to
face Big East favorite Marquette
University.
Last season, Xavier women’s
soccer displayed an elite defense
that finished in the top-end of the
competitive Big East.
However, lesser play from the
attacking end of the field held the
team back to a 9-8-1 record.
While this was the first time
since 2005 that the program finished above the .500 mark, just a
few more goals would have gone a
long way in the season’s outcome.
After one season in the new
Big East, Xavier women’s soccer
has already proven that it deserves
to play along some of the nation’s
best (Georgetown and Marquette
are top-25 ranked).
Now it looks to establish themselves as a power beyond the competitive Big East Conference.

Staff Writer
Xavier women’s volleyball is
ready to get things started. After
a disappointing loss to Creighton
in the Big East championship, the
team is looking toward an even
better 2014 season.
Xavier was picked to finish
third in the Big East by conference head coaches in the preseason poll, with three of their
players making the All-Big East
preseason team: sophomore
Abbey Bessler and seniors Aubree
Smith and Alex Blair.
Bessler lead the team in kills as
a freshman last season with 454
and was a 2013 Big East first team
honoree. She wowed the league
with her athleticism and ferocity
on the court.
Her experience should only
help her toward progressing as
a player and team leader. Smith,
an excellent setter and teammate,
lead the team in assists with 10.83
per game. She returns for her senior year as the team will look to
her for veteran leadership. Blair,
another senior, had 157 blocks in
2013 and looks to bring the intensity and strong defensive mentality to a team that depended on
defense a year ago.

Creighton and Marquette are
the only two teams ahead of
Xavier in the preseason ranks.
However, Xavier knows that wins
and losses are not decided by what
happens prior to the season.
The team must let its talking be
done on the court. With fifth-year
coach Mike Johnson and several
strong seniors leading the way, the
ladies of X look to make the next
step forward this year.
The pieces are all there; it is
now up to the team to deliver a
winnning season. No matter what
happens, this proves to be a very
exciting year. Xavier opens against
UC Irvine on Aug. 29 in the
Queen City Classic.

Queen City Invitational in Mason,
Ohio. They will compete against
Northern Kentucky University,
along University of Cincinnati,
Wright State University and other
area schools from the region.
Last year the women’s team
won the team title at the event,
with alumn Abby Fischer finishing first overall and three other
Musketeers finishing in the top
five.
On a recent trip to Lake Hope
State Park, the teams completed
a preseason camp that included
team building exercises and intensive training.
This past Saturday both teams
held a time trial. Audrey Ramos
led a pack made up of several

standout freshman and transfer
Meghan Vogel.
In addition to Vogel, this year’s
team has added nine freshman
runners to the women’s team.
Many of the new runners have
proved to be able to keep pace as
many of the incoming freshmen
girls posted impressive times during the time trials.
The men’s time trial was steered
by Buchholz and Zielinski.
Three incoming freshmen men
have been added to the team and
have had no problems fitting in
with their new team.
With the addition of these
freshman, Xavier cross country
has not only a promising distant
future but also the immediate fu-

ture as many of these freshmen
are sure to make an immediate
impact on the eight-kilometer college course.
With upcoming meets looming, the Musketeers will hit the
course hard during practice to cut
times in order to compete in the
Big East as the season starts up at
the beginning of September.
Xavier looks to improve on
both the boys’ and girls’ side when
the Conference Championship
approaches at the end of October.
An improvement by both teams at
the meet will begin to establish
their positions as formidable openents in the Big East.
On the recent time trial,
Orlando noted that it is “always

a good gauge of where the team
stands fitness-wise in order to
focus on the training for the rest
of the year.” Xavier’s other meets
include the National Catholic
Invitational and the Notre Dame
Invitational, both held in South
Bend, Ind.
The Cross Country Big East
Championship will be held on
Oct. 31 in Indianapolis, hosted by
Butler University.
The Big East Championship
will be followed by the NCAA
Great Lakes Regional on Nov. 14
in Madison, Wis.
For those that qualify,
the NCAA Cross Country
Championships will occur on
Nov. 22 in Terre Haute, Ind.

could not find the back of the net
before the final buzzer’s sound.
Things only got worse a couple
of days later with a 2-0 loss to
Towson. Markesbery added four
more saves in the first half to aid
a 0-0 tie at the break.
Midway through the second
half, Towson’s Taylor Kiner headed a ball into the goal.
Woody Sherwood’s defense endured seven second half shots to
keep the team within reach before
Towson’s Natalia Pinkney netted
a corner shot in the game’s final
minute.
Despite a larger goal differential, the ladies played with more
energy which showed promise
and resulted in an abundance of
opportunities that unfortunately
resulted in a loss.

Newswire file photo

Newswire file photo

The women huddle up before a game.

Cross country looks for a fast start at this season’s opening meet

BY MATT STAINBROOK

Guest Writer
Xavier men’s and women’s
cross country looks to improve
from last year after losing a big
senior class including NCAA
National Championship qualifier
Clare Fischer.
Also, the men’s team lost Tom
Ohlman, who earned NCAA AllRegion honors his junior year before missing his senior year due
to injury. The men’s side is now
led by seniors Corey Zielinski,
Connor Buchholz and Matt
Orlando while the women’s side is
led by senior Audrey Ramos and
junior Sarah Mazzei.
Both teams will begin their
respective seasons Sep. 5 at the
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BY ADAM TORTELLI
Staff Writer

Replacing two current MLSquality players isn’t easy, but that
is the exact predicament that faces
Xavier men’s soccer.
After an extraordinary 10-62 record, Andy Fleming’s squad
must attempt to fill the void left by
Nick Hagglund and Matt Walker
(two players from last season’s
team that are now receiving significant playing time in the MLS).
Finding All-Big East players is
challenging in any sport, let alone
trying to replace two in one season’s time.
Walker, now a member of the
Columbus Crew, signed his pro-

fessional contract mere weeks
after the season disappointingly
ended with a tough 1-0 loss to the
then-No. 6 in the country, Butler,
in the Big East championship.
Hagglund is now making waves
across the league due to his stellar play for Toronto FC after they
selected him in the first round of
the MLS SuperDraft.
However, at the end of the day,
Walker and Hagglund were only
two of the 30 players that helped
the team nearly make the NCAA
postseason tournament.
One thing about college athletics is that every team has holes
to fill from one year to the next.
Other players will fill these posi-

Newswire file photo

Hagglund lines up to defend a penalty kick along side his teammates.

tions as the team works to improve once again.
The coaches may look to the
incoming freshman class to step
up and provide an immediate impact on the field.
Walker’s offensive load will
certainly need to be addressed.
Replacing a top goal scorer and
leading assist man is by no means
an easy task, but certainly a tangible task with the returning talent.
Senior midfielder Will Walker
is a prime candidate to replace
Matt Walker as a starter.
Will Walker was second on the
team to only Matt Walker in total
goals scored last season, and more
touches will provide for more assist opportunities.
Other attackers vying to carry
the load include sophomore forward Jalen Brown and junior forward Calum Latham (both were
top-five goal scorers on the 2013
squad). More difficult to replace
will be Nick Hagglund.
Hagglund was a key component of Andy Fleming’s back line
for the past four years as he saw
significant playing time since his
freshman year, but his elite leadership over the past two seasons
cannot be taught.
Perhaps his type of leadership
is something that will not return
to the field at Xavier for many
years to come.
Countless reporters in the
Cincinnati area and around the
country have praised Hagglund
for us unique knack for leadership.

Hag glund
is the type of
occer player
that will be
sorely missed
and can never
replaced, but
coach Fleming
can only hope
that a senior
can step up
into a new
leadership role.
Those hoping to impact
the team from
top to bottom in the way
Hagglund will
have a difficult
task trying to
slide into that
position.
Possible
candidates
this year include
senior
defensive didNewswire file photo
fielder Owen Walker now plays professionally for the Columbus Crew.
Steinwall and
28 at Xavier Soccer Complex.
Junior Midfielder Alex Ridsdale.
Despite losing key players, Conference play begins Sept.
there is certainly confidence in 27 against the Red Storm of St.
the team as they enter the sea- John’s.
As the beginning of the season
son with many familiar faces. The
approaches,
Xavier will look to
Musketeers are returning multiple
young
talent
and
senior leaders to
starters. There is enough experiget
off
to
a
quick
start. Building
ence on the team to withstand
momentum
going
into conferthe tests and when the important
ence
play
may
be
the
key for the
games.
Musketeers
as
they
look
to conMen’s soccer opens the seatinue
on
succes
in
recent
years.
son versus Lipscomb on Aug.

ager Bryan Price has been able
to send out the starting lineup
he implemented on opening day.
Injuries to second
baseman
Brandon Phillips
and first baseman Joey Votto
was a huge hit
to offensive production. There is
speculation on
whether Votto
will actually return by the end of
the season or wait until spring
training. Even with exciting play
from center fielder Billy Hamilton
and All-Stars Devin Mesoraco and
Todd Frazier, the Reds have been
unable to give what it takes to win
the tough games.
Many Reds fans are becoming exceedingly frustrated with
their team. Popular Reds blog
“Redlegnation.com” has commented on how infrequently the
Reds win.
After winning two games in a
row after a long losing streak they
released an article titled, “Reds
winning streak reaches 2 games!”
There are now even rumors
that Reds General Manager Walt
Jockety could leave the team after
this year to be ruinited with one
of his former Managers, Tony
Larussa in Arizona.
The season ends with
Cincinnati facing off almost exclusively against division foes. If
there is ever a time to make a final
run, it is now.

BY RYAN O’TOOLE

Cincinnati
Reds look for final playoff push Tribe fight for succesful year
B N
M G
Y

ICK

Sports Editor

C ILL

The Cincinnati Reds entered
this season with high hopes of
returning to the playoffs with an
experienced pitching staff and
young, exciting position players.
The Reds kept pace through the
first half of the year and entered
the All-Star break in mid-July only
1.5 games behind the first place
Milwaukee Brewers. The ailing

NL Central
Standings
1. Milwaukee Brewers 73-58
2. St. Louis Cardinals

71-59

3. Pittsburgh Pirates

68-63

4. Cincinnati Reds

63-68

5. Chicago Cubs

58-72

		
Standings as of Aug. 26

Photo Courtesy of outsidepitchmlb.com

Reds were expected to be rejuvenated and ready for a run after
a four day hiatus from play. The
Reds returned
to play being
swept in three
game series by
both the New
York Yankees
and
the
Brewers during a tengame
stretch where
the Reds lost nine of 10.
One consistency the Reds have
been able to rely on all year long is
their starting rotation. Considered
one of the best in the National
League, the Reds’ rotation continues to give their team quality
innings and pitch late into games.
The Reds, however, have failed
to prove that they are able to close
out games. Many times the Reds
have given up a lead in the seventh
inning or later. Many of these
games have come on the last plays
of the game as the relievers give
up the lead.
In one-run games this season,
the Reds are 19-31. They are in
danger of eclipsing the mark of
44 one-run losses in a season set
by the 1968 Chicago White Sox.
In order to have any hope of a
playoff push the Reds need to
find a way to produce more offense to give their pitchers more
run support.
Injuries have plagued the Reds
throughout the season and only a
handful of times the season man-

Staff Writer

The Indians, having spent
much of the year floating around
.500, are hanging on to their playoff hopes by a thread.
Sitting at 3rd place in the AL
Central with a record of 66-63,
the Indians are not completely out
of the picture.
However, they are six games
behind a scorching hot Kansas
City Royals team looking to make
the playoffs for the first time in
nearly 30 years.
What started out as a season
of optimism has slowly dissolved
into another disappointment,
mainly due to a starting rotation
that has been unsettled all year
long. The rotation on Opening
Day has gradually transformed
itsself into a disorganized and unreliable mess.
Justin Masterson was supposed
to be the ace, but an abysmal year
brought unrest to the organization, and they eventually sent him
packing to St. Louis.
The Tribe just came off a week
in where it went 4-2, including a
come-from-behind win that saw
the Indians fall behind 5-0 in the
first inning only to rally and prevail with a 7-5 victory.
Batters are also hitting a measly
.123 against Masterson. Michael
Brantley has been solid in left field
all season long. He leads the team
in batting average (.311), on-base
percentage (.369), and hits (.150).
The Indians’ fielding has also

been stellar, as it is ranked 15th
with a .979 fielding percentage.
The playoff push is not going to
be easy, especially with a varying
starting lineup, but it is not time
to give up. After all, the Royals
have not been to the playoffs in
some time, and it is likely they will
falter a bit as the season comes
to a close. It is up to the Indians
to take advantage of this if they
want to see the playoffs in 2014.

AL Central
Standings
1. Kansas City Royals 72-58
2. Detroit Tigers

70-59

3. Cleveland Indians

66-63

4. Chicago White Sox 59-71
5. Minnesota Twins

58-72

		
Standings as of Aug. 26
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This spring a delegation from the Williams College
of Business had the opportunity to tour Cuba, “immersing themselves in the complex, social, political
and economic reality that is Cuba today,” according
to an article published in April in Xavier Magazine.
The article “Hola Cuba” describes the history of
“the outcast and ostracized country” to contextualize
and explain the purpose of the trip for the business
students.
The article is deeply troubling at best, however,
for reasons pertaining to the attitude expressed about
U.S.-Cuban relations as well as the purpose of the
trip itself. In short, the trip to Cuba was a morally
haphazard venture that does not reflect core tenets
of Xavier’s mission.
For starters, the history that “Hola Cuba” offers
is remarkably one-sided. The article only focuses on
Americans in Cuba, not the Cuba that Cubans knew
either before or after the revolution. The historical
facts included only involve Americans, whether that
is the tales of rowdy Americans flocking to Havana
in the early 20th century or the loosening of trade
restrictions for Americans in Cuba in the beginning
of the 21st century.
Furthermore, the article fails to contest an intensely imperialistic attitude that runs rampant in the
history of U.S.-Cuban relations.
“Fidel Castro took over, Cuba went communist
and relations — both diplomatic and economic —
ground to a halt,” the article states. This is true: diplomatic and economic relations ground to a halt.
However, it is well-documented that the impetus
to end relations came from the U.S., not Castro’s
government.
After the Cuban revolution in 1959, Castro’s government decided that it was time to put an end to
profits made at the expense of the Cuban people and
Cuban resources, which included the expropriation
of oil refineries from uncooperative U.S. oil companies. The Eisenhower Administration responded
with an economic embargo months later, and cut all
diplomatic relations shortly thereafter in Jan. 1961.
“The efforts to control the country sank into the
Bay of Pigs,” the article states in another place. This
statement is also true. U.S. attempts to overtly control Cuba ended with this rather conspicuous attempt
at invasion. The problem, however, is that the U.S.
government was attempting to control Cuba at all,
not that the U.S. lost options in its regional political
strategy.
The article attempts to maintain neutrality in the
issue of U.S. economic influence and power in Latin

America. However, it can be strongly argued that
remaining “neutral” in this issue is not a stance of
neutrality at all, but rather allowing the victors to unabashedly write the history. The facts may be correct,
but objective facts do not lead to an objective rhetorical stance.
Some problems I find with the historical background provided to contextualize this delegation
seem to form part of the rationale for sending Xavier
students to Cuba, which is also troublesome.
Students from the Williams College of Business
“were put in a position to better understand what
could very well be one of this country’s biggest new
business markets.” That is absolutely true in the same
way that the facts provided in the brief history of
Cuba are true. This real business advantage fails to
take into account all the other important factors for
judging the value of this trip and whether the students are truly in a better position overall.
What factors are being ignored?
From the article alone, it does not seem that there
was deliberation over whether this trip to Cuba might
conflict with the university’s mission, or more specifically, the gifts of Ignation heritage that can serve
as guides to help us understand what it means to
form students as an institution founded in the Jesuit
tradition.
The phrase “for and with others” is often used
to describe what solidarity means. The delegation to
Cuba did not even claim to examine what solidarity with the Cuban people might look like. I strongly
doubt that taking advantage of a new business market constitutes solidarity. Nor does it express care for
the whole person or really care for the person at all.
Learning about this “new market” expresses interest in this country’s — the United States’ — economic benefit. It does not regard the well-being of
Cubans or how this might affect their lives.
Between a one-sided history and a one-sided way
to think about interacting with a different culture and
a “new market,” we don’t get much in the way of
development of the university mission or the moral
and spiritual development of students in the business
college, which should be one of the principal objectives of a Xavier business education.
All we get is some high-quality photographs, a
Cuba at risk for higher income inequality and some
neat stories about the most taboo destination for
American citizens.
Taylor Fulkerson is a senior philosophy major from
Lanesville, In.

Ice bucket challenge: heroism or narcissism?
It’s not uncommon these days for different internet challenges to go viral. Some of them are pretty
bizarre, such as the currently popular “set yourself
on fire” challenge. (Seriously, people are pouring nail
polish remover on their bodies and lighting it on fire.)
But internet challenges are rarely as important as the
ALS (Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis) Ice Bucket
Challenge.
The idea was created by the ALS Association,
and the challenge began gaining popularity in early
August. Participants are tasked with filling a bucket
with ice water, dumping it onto their heads and posting proof of it on social media. They then challenge
three friends to do the same within 24 hours and
contribute $10 to ALS research. Alternatively, they
can skip the ice and donate $100 (the route I took, as
I genuinely couldn’t find a bucket).
Some people participated enthusiastically and
contributed their donation. Others had a very negative response. They condemned the challenge as an
attention scheme for young people on the Internet.
Granted, there are some who did the challenge purely to get on the bandwagon and didn’t donate any
money or pay much attention to the disease being
discussed, but those people definitely made up the
minority.
People have nitpicked every aspect of the challenge down to it being a waste of water. Some
claimed that the challenge wasn’t helping to cure ALS
or sufficiently spread awareness.
However, those claims have proven false. Since

the ALS Challenge has picked up in popularity, almost $80 million has been raised. The popularity has
also brought ALS into the public’s awareness and informed people about ALS symptoms and treatment
options.
Regardless of the criticisms that have been brought
up, the Ice Bucket Challenge isn’t the “slacktivism”
we’ve seen before. It has made real people aware of a
disease that we formerly referred to as Lou Gehrig’s
disease. We live in a country where some teenagers
can’t tell you which president is on the $5 bill, and
you expect them to know who Lou Gehrig is?
ALS is a devastating neuro-degenerative disease
that has been described as your body becoming a
tomb. According to the ALS Association, the disease
affects over 5,000 people in the U.S. each year, and
once a patient is diagnosed, their life expectancy is
2-5 years.
Bo Stern, a woman whose husband is living with
ALS, had this to say in her response to the Ice Bucket
Challenge: “I think maybe (critics) don’t realize what
it’s like to face this insidious disease and then realize
that it’s nearly invisible to the rest of the world. As I
watch my husband become entombed inside his own
body, I feel desperate for people to understand that
this sort of inhumane condition exists....if someone
gets to look good while plunking their $50 in the ALS
tip jar, I have zero problem with that.”
Amelia Ryczek is a junior electronic media major from
Chicago.
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The myth of one America: lessons from Ferguson

One winter during middle
school I went shopping with my
mother. The reason I remember
this shopping trip so vividly is
this: while walking outside, I had
a hood over my head because of
the cold weather.
I remember my mother quickly noticing my wardrobe before
we entered the store and saying,
“Don’t ever wear your hood up
before you go into a store. I know
you would never hurt a fly, but
other people don’t and I never
want to give anyone the opportunity to think negatively because of
a hood on your head.”
After that instance, I always
started to think about my surroundings and how I am perceived
by people, known and unknown. I
won’t lie, I’ve been followed in retail stores and had racial slurs said
towards me around me or in my
company. I understand that there
is a fine line between America’s
perception of equality and the unequal reality that our nation faces.
Ferguson, Mo., stands as not
just a sad encounter between law
enforcement and the public, but
a reflection of our nation’s broken perceptions of race. Michael
Brown grew up in a community
ravaged by inequality. St. Louis
County (home of Ferguson, Mo.)
ranks 15th in a Pecand.com list

of the most black-white segregated areas in the nation. The
Department of Education also reported data showing that in recent
budget cuts, Missouri decreased
funding for nonwhite students by
$75 per pupil with every 10 percent increase in its non-white student population, putting Missouri
34th out of 48 states in school
funding fairness.
The most jarring fact I have
read following Michael Brown’s
death is that in a city where a majority of its residents are black,
zero members of the Ferguson
City Council are black, and 94 percent of the police force is white.
These figures paint a story of a
city racially, politically and socially
divided. Wealth and power catered
to white residents and Black residents found themselves stranded
in a cycle of marginalization.
It is easy to say after this instance that dialogue and greater
inclusion are needed, but after
the deaths of Trayvon Martin,
Eric Garner and Michael Brown
all within two years, our efforts
should only be focused on action.
I implore Black Americans in
Ferguson and other urban areas
to be more civically involved. The
reason why Ferguson’s hierarchy
of power was so disproportionate to the community is because

the community’s majority failed to
participate. The Chicago Tribune
reported that Ferguson’s 2013 local election only saw 6 percent of
its Black residents vote.
In addition to government,
residents need to put greater emphasis on repairing the fabric of
the community. Racial inequality affects everything within most
Black urban areas, but it can be
combated by a robust citizenry.
Residents need to invest dol-

Taking action in
the face of tragedy
lars into businesses and leaders
that put local interests first and do
not wish to simply take Ferguson
resources out of the area. In addition to economic involvement,
Black residents need to create a
social network through community engagement that puts more
responsibility of the community’s
health in the hands of the everyday citizen.
In addition to the Black community, I implore the rest of the
nation to face the truth about
our racial predicament. Brown v.
Board of Education, the “I Have a
Dream” speech and the election
of President Barack Obama did

not instantly end centuries of racial animosity. It may feel awkward
for non-black people to discuss
race with people outside of their
own, but it is better to embrace
awkwardness than to conduct life
in a cloud of ignorance.
The state of Black America
is weak, and it is up to everyone
to redefine the ways in which we
view those who often do not have
enough political or economic
power to change the system on
their own. Everyone, regardless
of racial background, needs to
look at the way our society operates for people like the residents
of Ferguson, citizens of Over-theRhine, or other urban, blighted areas and ask: would you be okay if
you had to live in their situation
every day, not just for this lifetime,
but for decades of institutionalized inequality? I would hope not.
I feel I may never be able to
walk around with my hood up and
not feel uncomfortable about the
negative connotations my appearance may bring. I will continue to
be uncomfortable to make others
comfortable, but I will not be passive and let my voice fall by the
wayside while hundreds of young
men and women die in unjust
situations.
Every life is precious, and every voice is important. We should

not be complacent with inequality. Instead, we should challenge
its power by changing the way we
and those around us embrace diversity within our everyday lives.
I end with a Bible verse that
I work to reflect through my actions and encounters with others.
I hope everyone incorporates this
into our daily walk as we move
closer to repairing our broken
union. Ephesians 5:31-32: “Get
rid of all bitterness, rage, anger, harsh words, and slander, as
well as all types of evil behavior.
Instead, be kind to each other,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God through Christ
has forgiven you.”

Jonathan Hogue is a junior
Philosophy, Politics & the Public major
from Aurora, Ill.

Price of “saving our icons” too high for Cincinnatians
As a registered Republican and
fiscal conservative, I seldom ask
for more taxes. However, when I
do ask for taxes, I want them to be
well crafted.
The
Hamilton
County
Commissioners have voted to
keep from the Nov. ballot a tax
championed and designed by private sector leaders and to instead
allow on the ballot that most
hideous of monsters: a poorly
thought-out tax.
On Aug. 5, and voted on a
proposed ballot initiative for a
sales tax increase of 25 cents on
the dollar for the next 14 years
to help fund the revitalization of
Cincinnati’s Music Hall and Union
Terminal.
The plan for this so-called
“icon tax” came from the Cultural
Facilities Task Force led by former Procter & Gamble CEO
Robert A. McDonald. A 2-1 vote,
however, approved a counterproposal from Commissioner

Chris Monzel for a .25% sales tax
increase for the next five years
to fund the revitalization of only
Union terminal.
The tax, which will now appear on the Nov. 4 ballot, falls in
line with the “fair-share” plan for
funding renovations proposed by
the Citizen Oversight Board to appease Republican voters. In order
to limit the sales tax, this plan proposed not only cutting Music Hall
but also shifting a larger fiscal burden onto the city of Cincinnati –
around $40 million, instead of the
$10 million Mayor John Cranley
had previously offered.
This plan makes my conservative-senses tingle, not least because it fails to acknowledge basic economic logic. The refrain
of those opposed to the original
plan centered on the injustice of
county residents shouldering the
burden of funding two “icons”
which were the property of the
city alone. However, Cincinnati,

wherein well over a third of the
county resides, clearly constitutes
the economic and cultural hub of

“This plan made
my conservative
senses tingle, not
least because it fails
to acknowledge
basic economic
logic.”
Griff Bludworth
the area. Under the “fair-share”
proposal, Cincinnati will lose the
opportunity to renovate one icon
and need to find an additional $30
million. This means that residents
of the city would be taxed twice,
once from the county and once

from the city, to fund a museum
which caters to not only the whole
county, but the whole metropolitan area.
In addition to this, the new
proposal runs the risk of scaring
away over $15 million in private
donations. Bearing these issues
in mind, it seems unlikely that the
renovations Union Terminal requires could be funded adequately
even if the voters approve the
sales tax. This leaves only two
likely options come Nov.
In one scenario, the tax is voted down because it is illogical and
both icons suffer, and in the other
the tax levy passes and the citizens
of the city and the county must
rely on politicians to scrounge
new, and probably haphazard,
sources of funding, lest both
icons suffer anyway. And as everyone knows, haphazard sources are
the best kind.
So I’m left playing the grouchy
Republican, the Scrooge-like fig-

ure croaking, “Don’t take my
money.” However, I cannot support a plan so full of repeat
taxes and likely augmentation. It
would be like buying a BMW and
just praying somewhere there’s
$35,000 I can use. Sorry, Union
Terminal, but however much I
would love to have you, I would
prefer to look in my wallet first.

Griff Bludworth is a Philosophy,
Politics & the Public, Honors Bachelor
of Arts and theatre triple major from
West Chester, Ohio.
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Video Music Awards sparks controversy
By alex spindler

Arts & Entertainment Editor

MTV hosted its annual Video
Music Awards (VMAs) ceremony
this past Sunday to record-breaking ratings.
Various reports conclude that
almost 22 million people watched
the ceremony, and the broadcast
prompted almost 8,000 tweets per
minute.
However, beneath the flash
and glamour of the Moonman
trophies, controversy ensued.
This follows last year’s infamous showcase where Miley
Cyrus and Robin Thicke’s racy
“twerking” sent tabloid newspapers over the edge.
The usual drama and cat fights
among the music industry divas
such as Ariana Grande and Nicki
Minaj were enough to mollify the
average watcher.
Immature comments and inappropriate behavior sparked mudslinging and distasteful acceptance
speeches throughout the threehour show.
Many call into question the validity and quality of such awards
programs, especially on the heels
of one of the “Big Four” entertainment spectacles of the fall, the
Emmy awards, which premiered
on Monday.

Photos courtesy of wikipedia.org

The MTV Video Music Awards annually present Moonman trophies. Beyonce Knowles (aboveright) delivered an impressive 20-minute performance and has received 18 VMA trophies.

Producers, though pleased
with the publicity that comes
from such shows, worry that
these appearances tarnish the
reputation of the artists whom
they represent.

With regards to the performances, the pressures of live singing and dancing only emphasized
the limits of many performers.
Taylor Swift’s vocal cracks and
awkward stage presence sent so-

cial media into a frenzy.
Ariana Grande’s four-octave
vocal range was overshadowed
by misguided technical issues and
Iggy Azalea’s commanding raps.
Though, a medley from R&B

superstar Beyoncé received the
highest marks when she performed for nearly 20 minutes
towards the end of the show.
Reeling from success with her
eponymous album, “Beyoncé,”
she is predicted to sweep the
Grammy awards.
Ultimately, Miley Cyrus took
home the top prize, Video of the
Year, for her controversial video
for “Wrecking Ball.”
Instead of accepting the award,
Miley Cyrus sent up a homeless
youth named Jesse who spoke
for the need for greater care for
those experiencing homelessness.
Yet, the most highly-fueled
controversy came when a tribute to recently-murdered Michael
Brown aired midway in the show.
Scenes from the Ferguson,
Mo., riots and messages of inspiration and condolence incited
both nervous applause and uncomfortable silence.
Viewers and television executives question the motive behind
embedding social conflict into an
entertaining awards show.
Controversy aside, the VMAs
bring in new viewers and money
to MTV.
This challenge of commerce
versus art will plague the awards
channel so long as the music industry promotes it.

Brew-Ha-Ha delights “California” entertains

By Campbell Tuel

Always Sunny in Philadelphia,”
“Entourage” and “Grey’s Anatomy.”
Grammy and three-time Tony
The Cincy Brew Ha-Ha
brought a lot of laughter to Sawyer award nominee David Alan Grier
Point Park on Aug. 21-23 for what has appeared in many films inhas become known as America’s cluding “PEEBLES,” produced
Largest Beer and Comedy Festival. by Tyler Perry, “Streamers,” diby
rected
With over 50
Robert Altman
comedians on
and the Wayman
four stages, the
Brothers’ spoof
festival
never
movie “Dance
failed to enFlick.”
tertain, delight
Grier creand
captivate
ated, wrote
audiences.
and produced
T h u r s d a y ’s
C o m e d y
headliner,
Central’s 2008
Josh Sneed, a
new hit show
Cincinnati resi“Chocolate
dent, is known
News”and also
for his 2008
can be seen as
comedy album
“Principal Carl
“Unacceptable,”
Gaines” in the
deemed one of
new CBS comthe year’s Top
edy show “Bad
Ten comedy alTeacher.”
bums by iTunes.
With booths
He also came
filled with over
in second out
100
differof 100 parent craft beers
ticipants in the
and
numerComedy Central
Photo courtesy of cincinnati.com
Annual Stand- Xavier junior and comedian Josh O’Neil ous Cincinnati
favorites from
Up Showdown
Competition in 2009. Sportscaster Eli’s Barbeque to Wertheim’s
twins Randy and Jason Sklar en- German cuisine, no one left
tertained audiences Friday night disappointed.
Despite a rainy start, the Cincy
on the main stage.
Former hosts of ESPN Brew Ha-Ha managed to solidify
Classic’s “Cheap Seats,” the broth- itself as yet another Cincinnati
ers have been seen in numerous festival with a twist: Craft beer,
television shows including “It’s delicious food and great comedy.
Head Copy Editor

By Taylor Fulkerson

ages to guard some secrets from there must be some knowlManaging Editor
the reader altogether, allowing su- edge. Wherever there is security,
A variety of post-apocalyptic prises to crop up from beginning it comes at a price for others.
novels have cropped up in re- to end.
Wherever there are ideals, there
cent years, addressing a variety
The world of secrets she cre- must be compromise.
Lepucki’s novel also delves
of ways to imagine what a dys- ates operates on the idea that
topian world might look like. knowledge has become a matter into the theme of violence. Frida
Themes include zombie attacks of life and death, a technique of in particular finds the aesthetic
beauty of violence: the “magor a far-off future, but Edan
nificent, creative and daring” of
Lepucki wants to address the
violent structures.
world we know.
Cal only sees the pragmatism
Set a mere 50 to 60 years in
and brutality of violence. The
the future in southern California,
tension of socio-political reality
“California” examines the poand aesthetic reality is constantly
litical consequences of an exisat play for Lepucki.
tence in which knowledge is a
Where “California” fails to
commodity and where nothing
convince the reader of this other
is certain.
reality is in the details.
Lepucki’s first novel is a dazFor instance, some sounds do
zling creation that deeply exnot seem to fit their subjects.
plores many “what-ifs” that crop
A “dealer shuffling cards”
up in American pop culture.
cannot “tick-tick,” nor can a
While the world she cre“coarse and crusty” animal hide
ates deeply engages the reader’s
“flap” in the breeze.
curiosity, it lacks in polish. If a
Several features of the natural
good novel becomes great in the
world seem peculiar and some
details, “California” misses the
descriptions of scenery
are
mark.
a stretch.
Lepucki’s protagonists Frida
Photo courtesy of edanlepucki.com
Lepucki’s novel is an enand Cal (who is nicknamed
“California” author Edan Lepucki
ter
taining late-summer
California by Frida’s brothread nevertheless and invites the
er, Micah) tell the story, each security and a political motivator.
chapter alternating between
In the end, the world presented reader to speculate along with the
their voices. The device allows in “California” isn’t about mys- author what a world with ruined
Lepucki to explore particularly tery, but rather about the lack of American cities, lack of reliable
interesting questions of per- knowledge that could be the char- transportation and frequent natuspective and tension, including acteristic to define the century to ral disasters might look like in the
Frida’s feminism and Cal’s desire come.
end.
to protect his spouse.
These tensions and others
Newswire Rating:
Both Frida and Cal guard present themselves throughout
a host of secrets to which the the text.
reader is privy, yet Lepucki manWherever there are secrets,
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An editorial perspective on Roman art
By Meredith Francis

Campus News Editor
We’ve all seen pictures of
Michelangelo’s stunning white
marble David in our textbooks,
online or in travel books, but a
group of approximately 40 Xavier
students had the opportunity to
experience the sculpture firsthand
this past June and July on a fiveweek study abroad program in
Rome, Italy.
The program, which is led by
four Xavier faculty members – E.
Paul Colella, Suzanne Chouteau,
Kelly Blank and Mary Lisa Vertuca
– offers classes in philosophy, art,
Italian and education.
The art class, which takes place
for the first three weeks of the
program, is an intensive course
that puts students out in the city
of Rome and on weekend trips to
Assisi, Florence and Siena to see
beautiful pieces of art that most
of us only see in pictures.
Suzanne Chouteau, a professor of Xavier’s Department of
Art who has taught the course
for many years, took students
out in the city Monday through
Thursday to experience Rome and
what is has to offer in sculpture,
painting and architecture.
For many students, myself
included, this course was our
first real exposure to art and its
terminology.
The majority of the class approached the course as art history,
while a small group of talented art
students used the course to draw
and inspire their own artwork.
As a student who did not know
much about art besides a high
school humanities class, the Rome
art class opened me up to new
kinds of art.

I didn’t think I was a fan of
sculpture until I saw Bernini’s
Apollo and Daphne and how the
artist was able to use solid, still
marble to show transformation
and movement. It was stunning
how Bernini was able to carve
small, delicate-looking leaves out
of marble.
Professor Chouteau even encouraged the non-drawing students to try our hands at drawing
the statue of David.
As cartoonish and pathetic as
mine turned out, even attempting
to draw such a beautiful sculpture
gave me a deeper appreciation for
the piece.
Bobby Whitacre, a senior art
major, participated in the drawing
portion of the class and will use
some of the work he saw in Rome
as inspiration for his senior thesis.
As an art student, Whitacre believes he had a unique experience.
“I think being an art student
made the trip completely different
for me. You go to Italy and everything is beautiful. Art is much
more appreciated there,” Whitacre
said. “It was amazing seeing art in
person that I had studied only out
of books before.”
Admittedly, some of the days
were long and tiring in the hot
Italian summer sun.
The class usually met at 8
a.m. and didn’t return until after
lunchtime.
However, it’s easy to fight
through the hunger and forget
how tired you are when you’re
looking up at The Creation of
Adam in the Sistine Chapel, The
Pietà in St. Peter’s Basilica or the
statue of David in Florence.
In Rome, it seemed, everything
was art.

Newswire photo by Meredith Francis

Famous artist Michelangelo’s masterpiece sculpture, “David,” as it sits in the Accademia Gallery in Florence, Italy.

Week of Welcome: top entertainment events
By alex spindler

Arts & Entertainment Editor
The
Xavier
University
Student
Activities
Council
(SAC) and Office for Student
Involvement (OSI) partner every year to promote the Week
of Welcome (WOW) - an entire
week’s worth of activities, movies and events to help ease the
transition back for both veteran
and new students.
Many of these are centered
in the field of arts and entertainment, and the Newswire has its
recommendations for the best
ones to see.

at 11 p.m. on Aug. 28 to Aug. 30
in the Gallagher Student Center
Theater.
The event is completely free
for students, so check it out in an

exclusive screening.

2.) SAC - Taste of Cincinnati
feat.
Branches
Outdoor
Concert

Looking for free
awesome music?
SAC will host a
Cincinnati, featuring
restaurant staples

food and

Taste of
Cincinnati
such as

3.) Dance Marathon Water
Balloon Fight - sponsored by
XU Dance Marathon

1.) Open Movie Nights “Divergent” sponsored by
OSI
Per Xavier tradition, free
movie screenings are broadcasted once a month to unite
students with recently-released
movies.
As a special treat, WOW
will show “Divergent” starring
Shailene Woodley.
“Divergent” will be shown

Skyline Chili, Brugger’s Bagels
and Graeter’s Ice Cream, along
with an up-and-coming band,
Branches.
This event will start at 6 p.m.
on Aug. 28 on the Husman Stage
and is free for students.

Photo courtesy of xavier.edu

The Gallagher Student Center at Xavier University is the home of many Week of Welcome events and activites.

The Xavier University Dance
Marathon organization, a club
dedicated to raising funds for
new medical research, will sponsor a massive water balloon fight
at 2 p.m., Aug. 31 on the Xavier
Yard North.
The club hopes to not only
raise awareness for its cause but
to instigate the largest water balloon fight that has ever taken
place on Xavier’s main campus.
For any further information
about times, events or the clubs
that sponsor them, look for
the WOW yellow-colored posters around campus and in the
classrooms.
WOW ends on Sept. 2.
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Blend

“Brewing coffee and change”
At the corner of Montgomery Road and
bit more than you are probably used to and be
Brewster Avenue, local citizens are brewing
really ready to take on a lot of responsibility,
coffee and change.
because it’s a lot of responsibility.
Community Blend is a new coffee shop
“We’re not just working here. We have to
and a cooperative (co-op) where all employees
take care of the bills. We have to go out and
are co-owners as well. The shop opened at the
buy the groceries. We have to do everything.
beginning of the summer, but has been in the
This is our business.”
works for over a year.
For Bell, this opportunity is not just about
Ivy Bell is a co-owner and employee there.
being a part-owner in the business, but also
Originally from Portsmouth, Ohio, she lives in
inspiring hope. “In the long run, it’s going to
Avondale with her two young children.
be something you can show your children,”
“It actually took a couple years for the proshe said. “I have two small kids that look up
cess, but Community Blend opened May 18,”
to me, so this is a very big opportunity for me
Bell said. According to the Community Blend
as well as my kids.”
Facebook page, the project
However, the fledgling
“When you buy Equal
has been in the works since
coffee shop could be affected
March 2011.
Exchange coffee, everybody by a new Starbucks franchise
The shop deals in fair
is getting the money that moving into the University
trade coffee, which is “a they’re really supposed to Station complex just down
way of doing business that
have and no one is getting the road.
ultimately aims to keep
“A lot of people know
shorted.”
small farmers an active
about Starbucks and a lot
-Ivy Bell
part of the world marketof people don’t really know
place,” according to the website of Equal
about us,” Bell said. “But I think we’ll be set
Exchange, the worker cooperative from which
aside from them very quickly because, as you
Community Blend buys its product.
can tell by our name ‘Community Blend,’ we
“The farmers who pick the coffee beans
are about blending the community and caring
have their own co-op, so everything that hapabout the people who come in here.
pens here goes through the other co-ops,”
“We are going to have entertainment and
Bell said. “We cut out the middleman. So that
different things here that showcase that we
way, everyone gets the money they actually
are about: the community and bringing the
want instead of selling short because there are
community together,” she said. “At Starbucks,
so many other people that have to get paid in
you’re not going to feel the warmth that you’ll
the process.
feel here when you walk in these doors. That’s
“You know, everybody wants their hand
going to really set us aside from them and
out for something. When you buy Equal
hopefully bring us more business when people
Exchange coffee, everybody is getting the
realize it’s not just about coffee here. We are
money that they’re really supposed to have
actually trying to build a community and blend
and no one is getting shorted.”
it all together.”
Choosing a cooperative model is not just
Bell said that she already has a Xavier night
about profits. The choice also means that the
in the works. She hopes to pull in a variety
co-owners get to take part in the dynamics of
of entertainment, including live rap and murunning the business — both the difficulties
sic performances, a comedian and poetry
and the successes.
performances.
“It’s been a very good experience,” Bell
“I want to make (Xavier students) know
said. “I know what it’s like to really own a
that, hey, we’re here—that this is a place they
business. Here, you have to keep in mind that
can come, get away if you want to and make
this isn’t just someone else’s business. This is
it an enjoyable experience for them, because
partly yours! So you have to grow up a little
some of them, I know, are missing home,” she
said.

Photo courtesy of Facebook.com
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Hours:

6:30 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday to Friday
8 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday and Sunday
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Ivy Bell is one of the co-owners of Community Blend.
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